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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 715

Introduced by Assembly Member Caballero
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Nielsen)
(Coauthors: Assembly MembersArambula, Blakeslee, and Fuller)

February 26, 2009

An act relating to land conservation, and making an appropriation
therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 715, as amended, Caballero. Land conservation: subventions to
local government: funding.

Existing law, known as the California Land Conservation Act of 1965,
or the Williamson Act, authorizes a city or county, by contract, to limit
the uses of land to agricultural uses or as an agricultural preserve in
exchange for reduced property taxes. Existing law provides replacement
revenues to local governments by reason of the reduction of the property
tax on open-space lands assessed under specified provisions of the
Revenue and Taxation Code (subvention payments), including lands
enrolled under the Williamson Act. Existing law continuously
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appropriates to the Controller from the General Fund a sum sufficient
to make the payments required under those provrsrons

futureflooding:

This bill would appropriate-$11000,000-frem-those-bond—-moneys
$36,000,000 from the General Fund to the Controller, for subvention
payments for those parcels enrolled under the Williamson Act for

e of

maklng those payments durrng the 2010— 11 frscal year
Vote: majority->5. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:
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(1) The future of California’s agricultural production is in great
danger.

(2) California’s agricultural lands provide many public benefits,
including food supply, water quality, water supply, flood
protection, wildlife habitat, scenic open space, and climate change
benefits.

away the fiscal support it has provided to them for the conservation
of agricultural lands for decades.

(4) The steady significant reduction in state support to local
governments for these purposes increasingly exacerbates the
tremendous threat of conversion of agricultural lands and open
space to urbanized development.

8}

(5) The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, otherwise
known as the Williamson Act, has proved to be a very effective
farm and ranch preservation program, protecting over 16.5 million
acres.

(6) Due to the state’s budget crisis, counties have suffered the
complete loss of subvention payments for the lands under contract
in their respective counties. Without these funds counties will begin
nonrenewing Williamson Act contracts.

(7) Approximately 2,048,470 acres lie within the 100-year flood
plain in California that are also subject to the Williamson Act.

)

(8) The Imperial County Board of Supervisors has voted to
nonrenew all the Williamson Act contracts in its county-i
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(9) A broad coalition of local governments, agricultural
organizations, unions, environmental and conservation groups,
outdoor recreation organizations, including hunters and fishers,
and landowners are working together to find a permanent solution
for funding subvention payments to counties for the Williamson
Act.

(b) The sum of thirty-six million dollars ($36,000,000) is hereby
appropriated from the General Fund to the Controller, for
subvention payments pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 16140) of Part 1 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government
Code for those parcels enrolled in a land conservation program
pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (also
known as the Williamson Act)(Chapter 7 (commencing with
Section 51200) of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of the Government
Code)-fer-purposes-censistentwith-subdiviston{a)-er{e)-ofSeetion
5096-825-of-thePublic-Resourees-Code-for the 2010-11 fiscal
year.

to)—Any Ilu_nellng Imaldl Ie auallabl_e fof s“b"e““e'l's to eeu’ntlesl
shatnetbe-subjecttorepayment:

(c) Ifthe approprlated funds are not adequate to prowdethe#u#

subventlon payments to each county then each county shall recelve
an amount calculated as a pro rata amount of the total funds made
available through this act based on proportion of land under
contract in each county pursuant to the Williamson Act.
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